OMG- God’s on my iPod – Rabbi Larry Karol

Objectives:

Participants will be able to:

1) Explain some of the classic and current Jewish beliefs about God.

2) Express personal views about God.

3) Interpret lyrics of popular/secular songs that speak about God in light of Jewish or personal beliefs.

4) Articulate the meaning of Jewish prayers and texts through a comparing those texts to  contemporary song lyrics

· Begin with the “God can be” exercise to help the students create a metaphorical language about God.   MAKE A MASTER LIST OF RESPONSES FROM THE GROUP – THIS CAN BE USED AS A GUIDE IN THE DISCUSSIONS ON THE SONGS.  YOU MIGHT WANT TO REFER TO THE GUIDE BASED ON FINDING GOD BY DANIEL SYME AND RIFAT SONSINO. 
· “Three questions for God is meant as a preparatory exercise for “You Found Me” and “One of Us.” 
· You Found Me – The song was written about ongoing challenges faced by people who were friends of family of group members.  Are there situations in Jewish history – or personal lives – where “where were you?” could be a response?  What did the narrator of the song expect  from God?  How does God answer prayer?  Compare the lyrics to this song (and One of Us) with the questions that the students/ participants wrote down – what themes emerged – did anyone ask the same question as asked by the song(s)?
· One of Us - What kind of God is Joan Osborne trying to suggest – a God who is "out there" or God who is "right here"? (I introduced the terms transcendent and immanent with this song). 
· From a Distance - The world looks very good to God, who is watching "from a distance"? Is this song only about God "out there," or is it also about bringing God's perspective "right here"?
· Have I Told You Lately – sounds like a love song but some report 
that it’s about love for God.  How does this express the Jewish view that the divine presence in with us in our love of other people?
· All Kinds of Roses - Yusuf - What does this song say about religion and the diverse nature of humanity and creation?
· New Hymn - James Taylor - What biblical verse is in the lyrics? 
What does the song say about being close (or wanting to be close) to God?  What views of after-life are described in the last couple of lines of the song?  Compare the metaphors in this song to “Ki Anu Amecha” from the High Holy Days – are there any metaphors about God that are similar between the song and the prayer?  
· God Only Knows - The Beach Boys - Why do you think God was put into the lyrics of this song? What is God's place in a relationship between friends or between spouses?
·  Bless the Broken Road - Rascal Flatts - How does this song relate 
to the Jewish concept of Beshert? How can the negatives of life be turned into something positive? Or - can we only see that negatives led to something positive after the fact?
· Traveling Prayer - Billy Joel - What Jewish prayer is this like? 
What does the singer seek in the song? (Protection, good weather) The singer says he doesn't know how to pray - do you agree?  Compare this song with the Traveler’s Prayer/T’filat Haderech. And with the lyrics for Debbie Friedman’s “World of Your Dreams” and Craig Taubman’s lyrics for “Sh’ma B’ni” – do any common themes emerge? 
· Forever Young - Bob Dylan - What is the biblical line in this song?  How do the "may you" lines in the verses lead to staying "forever young"?  Review the priestly blessing text from any prayerbook, but also compare this to the blessing from Berakhot 17a.  Are there common themes that emerge between the two?  What is God’s role in both texts? 
· Hallelujah - Leonard Cohen- Tell the story of David and Bathsheba - how is David portrayed in this song? What is the difference between a cold, broken and holy Hallelujah? Read Psalm 51 which relates to the same episode (you might want to review the story of David and Bathsheba in II Samuel, Chapters 11-12).   How are both expressive of what must have been David’s state of mind and emotion?   (It might be interesting to consider how the movie “Shrek” uses this song and how the statement in Psalm 51 about having a “contrite spirit” relates to that part of the film). 
· When God Made Me - Neil Young - What does this song say about how religion can foster unity and/or division? How does the vocal and instrumental arrangement affect the song?  See the prayer of Rabbi Yehudah Ha-nasi about protection from arrogance and corruption. 
· God Shuffled his feet - Crash Test Dummies - What is the message of the parable/story that God tells?
· Seeds - What does this song say about how God affects our path in
life? What is meant by "fertile soil" and "sand"?
· Hands - Jewel - What value is expressed in the "bridge" (Only
kindness matters)? How are we God's eyes, hands and heart?  This relates directly to the “We are God’s partners” sheet – have participants complete it with statements like:  
As God is Maker of the World, we can keep the earth clean, preserve its beautfy, share its beauty with others.

As God created plants and animals, we can preserve species and habitat. 

As God gives sight to the blind, we can promote efforts for organ donation.
· If you want to, you can try to create a song based on some of the ideas discussed about God.  I have included in the texts handout the lyrics of two songs I create based on responses from campers at Crane Lake. You can hear one of them (maybe both) at www.reverbnation.com/larrykarol. 

   Here are the responses from an adult group at my Temple on God's Partners - what we can do......

 

As God is Maker of the World, we can keep the earth clean, preserve its beautfy, share its beauty with others.
As God created plants and animals, we can preserve species and habitat. 
As God gives sight to the blind, we can promote efforts for organ donation.
As God heals the sick, we can donate blood and bone marrow and support medical research.
As God visits the sick, we can be comforting to those who are ill, support or volunteer for suicide prevention organizations and hotlines, volunteer for hospice, or go grocery shopping for a sick friend. 
As God frees the captive, we can offer refuge, volunteer at local jails to support inmates and give them hope and training, assist in resettlement of refugees, or help to give people a second chance in life by offering them a new perspective on themselves and their possible path in life. 
As God feeds the hungry, we can support food pantries and organizations the serve meals to people in need.
As God is a Purveyor of justice, we can make sure that our laws are just, treat other people fairly, raise our youth with good morals, and stand up for people who need someone to be their advocate, and oppose bullying.
As God is a Guardian of truth, , we can work for accurate news reporting, encourage all people to maintain financial integrity, monitor our leaders and the government, and write letters to the editor.  
As God comforts mourners, we can visit the home of and offer support to someone whose friend or family member has died, attend a minyan sevice at a house of mourning, or attend a funeral.  

 

